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Our men would fain storm Acre's wall.                                   3)4oo
Against the foe's Greek fire we had
Towers with armor strongly clad.62
There were three such, of mighty size,
Built by three nobles' enterprise:
The marquis with the Genoese,
The landgrave, and King Guy were these.
When that the time came to begin
The assault, these three nobles were in
Their towers. And to the walls above
The defenders climb, while forward move                              3,410
God's troops. The attack met strong defense
From those who had small sustenance.
And who, defending steadfastly,
Made us pay dear their misery.
Defenders ne'er fought with such might
As did these limbs of Satan fight:
Some beat the tabor, some made speed
To rush where there was greatest need.
Down from the hills the Turks did swoop
Upon our trenches, troop on troop,                                           3,4.20
And fell on them and leaped inside
When they saw we were occupied
With the assault. So we must thence
Both storm the walls and make defense.
Fiercely and long we stormed the wall,
From break of dawn till evenfall.
At evening we must needs desist,
So strong the paynim did resist.
Upon the three towers the Turks cast
Greek fire and burned them, so at last                                     3*430
62 Beha ed Din (p. 178) describes these towers: "The enemy had erected three towers,
built of wood and iron, and had covered them with hides soaked in vinegar, to prevent
their being" set fire by the combustibles hurled at them by the besieged. These towers
were as huge as mountains; we could see them from the place where we were 5 they com-
manded the city walls. They were set on wheels, and could each, according to report,
accommodate more than five hundred men 5 their roofs were broad, and were con-
structed to carry one mangonel on each."